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THE ORIGINAL INTENT            MATTHEW BARNWELL 
PART 5: THE CORPORATE SON                                                      APRIL 2020 
 
1. RECAP FROM PREVIOUS SESSIONS 
 
Reference Points 
We each have a core reference point when it comes to our faith – a starting point upon which 
we seek to understand and live out our life in Christ. Our understanding of God and our 
relationship with Him is generally linked to one of the following reference points:  
 

 
 
  
 

 
 
Our primary reference point needs to be the Original Intent if we are to be effective in the 
purpose for which we have been created. The Original Intent answers the question ‘why’ – 
why did God create us?  Answering the question WHY will give definition to the purpose of 
the WHAT. 
 
Key points from previous sessions  
Ø Our primary reference point when it comes to our faith needs to be the Original Intent. 
Ø Our origin is God - we existed in God before creation (Jer 1:5, Eph 1:4, Ecc 12:7). 
Ø God brought us out so that we could be before Him (Eph 1:4). 
Ø He has ordained for us to exist before Him as a son (Eph 1:5, Rom 8:29). 
Ø As a son, we are to put His image and likeness on display (Gen 1:26, Eph 3:10-11). 
Ø Man chose to disobey God - he walked away from his identity and disconnected from His 

purpose. The work of salvation (the cross) brings us back to our identity and purpose. 
Ø God so valued the purpose of being represented by man that he went ahead with creation 

knowing that He would have to save man. (Rev 13:8b). The cross is not the end, but the 
means to get humanity back on track regarding the Original intent. 

 
[PLEASE REFER TO SESSION 1 FOR A DETAILED EXPLANATION OF THE ABOVE RECAP] 

 
Emphasis for this session: 
We have brought out of God to exist before Him as a son, existing as the object of His love 
and putting His nature on display. This session will explore: 
Ø The quality of our sonship, as seen in the life of Jesus. 
Ø How we, as sons, form the corporate son in the earth. Sonship is both an individual and 

corporate reality. 
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2. FIRSTBORN SONSHIP 
 
John 14:6 
Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but 
through Me. 
 

Way = hodos in Greek. 
Literal:   a road; by implication a progress (the route, act or distance)  
Figuratively:  a mode or means: - journey 
In Context:  Method or pattern. It’s not the way to get to a specific place – it’s the way to 
  be, to exist. Jesus is saying that the way He exists, is the way we should exist. 
 
Who is “I” referring to in John 14:6?  
 
Matt 16:15-16 
He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, 
the Son of the living God."  
 
I = ‘Christ, the son’. Christ the Son is the way to be. What Jesus is saying: “Christ revealed 
through the principle of sonship – that’s the way to exist”.  
 
Galatians 4:19  
My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you. 
 
The quality of sonship we see in Christ is the quality of sonship we have been ordained to 
function in. We are not called to a lower level of sonship, but the same quality as Christ.  
 
Galatians 1:16a 
But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother’s womb and called me through 
His grace, was pleased to reveal His Son in me… 
 
Romans 8:29   
For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His 
Son, so that He would be the firstborn in many brethren; 
 
The Christ that needs to be formed in us is the FIRSTBORN SON. There are no second born 
sons of God – we are one with Christ, the firstborn, therefore we too are of firstborn status. 
 
I highly recommend the following resources on Firstborn Sonship: 
Overview of Firstborn Sonship:  https://tinyurl.com/rhfyzd3 
Firstborn Identity in Christ:   https://tinyurl.com/qmfvhwf 
Additional sessions:   http://www.randolphbarnwell.com/pdf_topical.html 
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3. BROTHERHOOD 
 
In session 1 on Creation, we discussed the fact that our origin is God. We existed in Him before 
the foundation of the world.  
 
Jeremiah 1:5a 
Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; 
 
Ephesians 1:4a 
Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world.  
 
We need to understand our origin in reference to our personal journey of sonship. We also 
need to understand our origin in reference to others in the body of Christ – the church. We 
are each sons of God, but relate to each other as brothers (non-gender specific). We are 
brothers in Christ.  
 
The Greek word for the term brother: Adelphos = from the same womb. 
 
When we refer to someone as brother (or sister) we are basically saying “I acknowledge our 
common origin”, or “I see you as one who comes from the same womb”. 
 
That womb is God Himself – for we all have the same origin. See the value ion your brother, 
as one who has the same origin, same Father.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

THE ORIGINAL INTENT: THE CORPORATE SON 
YOUTUBE: Eternal Flame Church | AUDIO: matthewbarnwell.com 

Page 4 of 7 

4. THE BODY OF CHRIST 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12-13  
For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being 
many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one 
Spirit. 
 
Through salvation, we are placed by the Spirit into the body of Christ. This body is made up 
of many members (sons). Our sonship is not just an individual reality – there is a bigger 
picture. 
 
Ephesians 4:15-16 
But, speaking the truth in love, [we] may grow up in all things into Him who is the head 
Christ—from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, 
according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the 
body for the edifying of itself in love. 
 
The church is not a place, but a people. The church is not an organization, but a body made 
up of many sons, of which Christ is the head. If the head is firstborn, then so is the body. 
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5. THE CORPORATE SON 
 
Ephesians 4:13 
Till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect 
man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 
 
Paul likens the church unto a man. The body of Christ is the corporate son of God. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:21-22 
For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam 
all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 
 
There are two templates in the bible when it comes to our existence – Adam and Christ. 
 
Adam represents:  Independence, disobedience, the orphan spirit, disconnection from the 

person and purposes of God. This position results in death. 
 
Christ represents:  Sonship, obedience, divine connection to the person and purposes of 

God. This position results in divine life.  
 
There are only two sons in the earth – Adam and Christ. 
 
Prior to our salvation experience, we existed according to the template of Adam. Once we 
receive  Christ, we are placed into the body of Christ, and begin our journey of developing in 
sonship according to the pattern of the Firstborn. 
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6. ISRAEL AS A TEMPLATE OF THE CORPORATE SON 
The Old Testament contains many shadows and type that point to New Testament realities: 
 

OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT 
Tabernacle / Temple Body of Christ is temple 

Law on stone tablets Law on hearts (Heb 8:10) 

Physical circumcision Spiritual circumcision:  
removal of the fleshly/carnal nature 

Sacrifice: Blood of Animals Sacrifice: Blood of Jesus 

Natural Nation - Israel A Holy Nation, a royal priesthood - Church 

 
The Nation of Israel is an Old Testament type/picture of the New Testament Church, the body 
of Christ, the Corporate son. 
 
Acts 7:38a 
This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness… 
 
Israel is referred to as the church (ekklesia) in the wilderness. 
 
Exodus 4:22 -23a  
Then you shall say to Pharaoh, 'Thus says the LORD: "Israel is My son, My firstborn. So I say 
to you, let My son go that he may serve Me.  
 
Israel is a type of the corporate son, whose position is that of FIRSTBORN. The entire nation 
is called a son – not just any son, but the FIRSTBORN son. This is a picture of the church – the 
body of Christ (corporate son) is FIRSTBORN in status. 
 
 
7. THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT IN REFERENCE TO THE CORPORATE SON 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12-13  
For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being 
many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one 
Spirit. 
 
The Holy Spirit baptises us into the body. He is called the spirit of adoption (Romans 8:15). He 
establishes, affirms, and matures us in our sonship (see session 2 of our Sonship series for a 
detailed explanation of this: matthewbarnwell.com/teaching). This is also true in reference to 
the corporate son.  
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“The baptism by the Spirit is one of the Holy Spirit’s tasks, by which He assembles people into 
the Body of Christ according to God’s original intent both for the corporate Son and for each 
individual comprised within it. The Holy Spirit is familiar with God’s original intent for the 
creation of every person.”		 – The Elementary Doctrines by Sam Soleyn & Nicholas Soleyn.  
 
1 Corinthians 2:11-12   
For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even 
so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have 
been freely given to us by God. 
 
Romans 8:14   
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 
 
We are led in reference to our private and personal walks, but we must also follow His leading 
in reference to him positioning us in the body of Christ, where He brings clarity to the role we 
are to play in the corporate son. 
 
God cannot be fully represented by one person. Jesus Christ on the earth demonstrated the 
fullness of God bodily (For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily – Col 2:9). Now 
that Christ, the Head, has ascended, the body is needed to continue in the work that Christ 
started – putting on display the nature of God. EVERY PART is needed to put God’s nature on 
display. 
 
Ephesians 4:15-16 
But, speaking the truth in love, [we] may grow up in all things into Him who is the head 
Christ—from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, 
according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the 
body for the edifying of itself in love. 
 
The success of the corporate son in fulling the original intent depends on the connected-
ness of the parts. It doesn’t say each part supplies, but each JOINT supplies. The supply is in 
the joining.  
 
 
 
 


